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From the Principal's desk
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Curriculum Day
On Friday 10th August students are not required at school as this is a curriculum day. Staff will participate in a Berry Street 
Professional Development Program on this day. Students are not required at school on this day, please ensure that you 
arrange suitable supervision for your child/ren.

Foundation 2019
Students enrolled in Foundation for 2019 recently participated in their first scheduled transition day. If your child/ren were not 
enrolled or unable to make it, don’t worry it is not too late. Please ensure your enrolment form is lodged at the office and we will 
contact you in relation to future transition sessions. 

100 Days of School
Last week the Foundation students celebrated their first 100 days of school. As a part of their celebrations, they dressed up, 
enjoyed breakfast together and participated in activities based around the number 100. Our students had an amazing day. 
Thank you to all of the parents for supporting this event and all of the Foundation staff for your organisation of this special day. 

Immigration Museum
Last week the Grade 5 students headed off to the Immigration Museum where they learnt about the journey that many different 
nationalities had in coming to Australia and making it their home. Thank you to the Grade 5 team for your organisation of this 
hands on learning experience. 



From the Principal's desk
Principal’s Day
Last week we celebrated Principal’s Day. Mrs Sutherland, Mrs Gilbert and I would like to thank all of the staff, students and 
parents who helped us celebrate this day. Thank you to all of the staff for their kind words and gifts in recognising this day.

MPSSA District Athletics
On the 15th & 16th of August, a number of our senior students will represent MPS at the District Athletics Carnival. We wish all 
of these students the best as they give their event their best effort and show great sportsmanship. Good luck everyone! Thank 
you to Mr Carty Cowling for all of his organisation for these 2 days and to the staff/parent helpers on the day, we appreciate 
your support. 

Parent Opinion Survey - WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey 
offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents. It is 
designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour and 
student engagement. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement 
strategies.Last Thursday and Friday, our randomly selected parents will have received their invitation to participate 
from the school email account. 
Approximately 30 percent of parents were invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are 
anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 23rd July to Sunday 26th August.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time 
within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available in a 
range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Greek, 
Turkish, Somali and Punjabi. The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of September.



From the Principal's desk
Canberra Camp
Last week aour grade 6 students participated in a wonderful camp to Canberra. It was a great experience and opportunity for 
our students to investigate our nation’s capital. A special thank you to our staff who attended this camp. A huge thank you to 
Belinda Smith who is attending this camp as a parent helper. A survey has been sent to staff, students and parents in relation 
to the Canberra camp. I ask that everyone involved takes the time to complete the survey so that the results can be utilised to 
assist School Council in determining if we should do this camp again in 2019.

Book Parade
Put on your thinking hats and start to prepare your child’s Book Parade Costume for 2018. The Book Parades are scheduled to 
take place on Wednesday 22nd August with F-2 at 8:45am and 3-6 at 9:30am. We hope to see every support this event. 

Encourage our students to respect our property
Unfortunately, not less than a month after the toilets have been painted, we have had some students scratch words or lines into 
the paint. The students, staff and parents all requested that we focus on enhancing and making over the toilets. We have 
listened and actioned this and it is disheartening when people have not respected the changes that have been made. Please 
take the time to talk to your child about how the school listened, actioned and enhanced the quality of our toilets. Remind them 
that they need to play their part in keeping them tidy and not scratch into the paint or draw on the walls. Thank you for your 
support in relation to this matter. 

Vanessa Harrison
Principal



Key Dates for Term 3
September

4th 2019 Foundation Orientation Session
7th Grade 2 Sleepover
10th - 14th Planning Week
11th Grade 1 Toys Over Time Incursion
12th Divisional Athletics for selected students
14th Melton Minis
17th CD Recording for the Senior School
18th CD Recording for the Senior School
19th CD Recording for the Senior School
19th School Council 6:30pm
20th F-2 Athletics Day
21st 2-6 Swimming Carnival
21st Last Day Term 3 Students finish at 2:30pm

August
7th Grade 4 visit to Melton Council Chambers
8th Grade 3 Melbourne Aquarium Excursion
9th Foundation Police visit
10th Curriculum Day - students are not required 
at school
15th District Athletics for selected students
15th School Council 6:30pm
16th District Athletics for selected students
17th Melton Minis 2:00pm - 3:00pm
17th  Yard Wars 2 2:00pm - 4:00pm
17th Grade 1 Disco 5:00pm - 7:30pm
22nd F - 2 Book Parade 8:45am
22nd 3-6 Book Parade 9:30am
23rd Find Your Treasure Afternoon for Book Week
25th Family Portraits for families that signed up
30th  Father’s Day Stall
31st Melton Minis



Student Banking 
Program!

Congratulations to the following 
students who received student 

banking prizes this week. 
Thomas from Foundation A & 

Jovan from Foundation B.

If you would like to become a 
Melton primary school banker, 

please see the office. 



Attendance
Congratulations to all our Term 2 Attendance raffle 

winners!
WELL DONE

Maddalyn (OE) and Lita-Maria (4A) were lucky 
GOLD Club winners of baskets of goodies!

Japadijit (1D) and Zak (4A) were GOLD 
Club winners of soccer balls and nets!

SILVER Club winners were Malachi (OB), Will (2C), Gabriella (OE) 
and Mikayla (OE).

BRONZE Club winners were Jye (2C), Zac (2B) 
and Skye (1D).

GOLD CLUB     = 100% attendance
SILVER CLUB   = 95% attendance
BRONZE CLUB = 90% attendance 



Reporting your child absent on the Compass app
1. Click on HOME

2. Click on YOUR CHILD

3. Click on APPROVALS 

4. Click on the + symbol in the bottom right corner.

5. Complete the screen that appears

5.1 Select a reason for your 
child’s absence.

5.2 Add further details

5.3 Add in the start and end 
dates that your child will be 
absent.

5.4 Click Add Approval





Beanies for sale!!
At the end of August, Melton 

PS will be selling school 
beanies in the office. They 

are $4 each. 
If you would like to buy a beanie for 
those cold winter mornings, please 

come and see the office. 



New paver 
area! 

The new paver/seating area located near the main 
office is officially complete. 

If you didn't get a chance to order a paver, there is no 
need to worry. Next year there will be another 

chance to purchase one.

A big thank you to Mitch from No Fuss Landscaping 
for all your hard work. 



Announcing… Monday 6th to Friday 10th August
Melton PS WELLBEING WEEK!

WHAT DOES

 LOOK LIKE AT MPS?
Stay tuned for fabulous wellbeing 
activities, where we learn about...



Foundation
On Wednesday the 1st of August, the Foundation student’s 
celebrated their 100th day of school! It was a very exciting 

day for the students and foundation team. We are very proud 
of the foundation students and all they have achieved so far 
this year. Thank-you to all the parents and families for their 

support on the day. It was so much fun!



Year 2

           

                                                
  

What has been happening in Grade 2... 
Reading - This week we have been exploring the text 
features of a non fiction texts. Students have used a range of 
non fiction texts to identify different features such as a 
contents, page numbers, tables of content, glossaries, 
chapters, headings and subheadings.

Writing - Students have been working on writing 
information reports. They have been trying really hard to 
use various sub-headings and ensure they include a few text 
features. 

Numeracy- Students have been working on telling the time 
using both analogue and digital clocks. 

Inquiry (History) - Students have been learning about the 
history of significant places and people in Melton. During 
week 1 and 2 students took part in two excursions.

1.The Willows

2.The Melton Historical trail course

                  

The Willows

The Melton Historical trail course.



Year 4

We would like to thank all the parents who came 
to our Parent Afternoon. It was a hit. Students 
were engaged in different measurement activities 
such as capacity, length, time and volume. We 
rotated around and were able to put our skills and 
knowledge to the test. With the added bonus of 
parent help. 

A few updates and reminders:

● Homework: Students are expected to 
continue reading every night with 
their log book signed. They are to 
practice their times table facts and 
their spelling words.

● Talk homework: Students will be 
having talk homework in Week 3 and 
5 related to persuasive texts. 

● Fun Friday: To promote our 
agreements and the expected 
behaviour, students who constantly 
demonstrate this will be able to 
participate in activities of their choice 
(e.g. dodgeball, dancing, art etc.) 
Students who do not follow the 
agreements at anytime will miss out.  

We have many exciting things to look 
forward to this term. Such as our Council 
Visit and Book Week. 

Here are our focuses for this term: 

Reading: We are learning how to 
analyse, critique and make predictions 
for texts. 

Writing: We are learning the art of 
persuasive Writing and are exploring 
new techniques to support our opinion. 

Numeracy: We have been working on 
our multiplication and division by solving 
worded problems and developing 
strategies to use.
. 
Inquiry: Our topic this term is Civics and 
Citizenship. We have been looking into 
community and the local services our 
council provides.



Canberra Camp - Year 6Canberra camp was a 
wonderful experience. We 
got to see the old and new 
Parliament House, the AIS 
(Australian Institute of 
Sport), The Royal Mint and 
lots more. We also got to 
enjoy the wonders of 
Questacon. I really liked the 
magic mirrors where we 
could see ourselves in 
different shapes and sizes. 
The food was delicious and I 
slept well. The bus trip was 
long but fun. I hope other 
students will get a chance to 
explore Canberra like I did. 
– Ava 6A

Canberra camp was an 
amazing experience for all of 
us. During camp we visited 
many places all around 
Canberra, such as The Royal 
Australian Mint, where we were 
introduced to a dancing robot, 
the AIS and heaps more. The 
accommodation was great and 
the food was delicious. I wanted 
to thank the teachers for all of 
the hard work they put into this 
camp trip, and say a big thank 
you to Belinda (Lucas’ mum) for 
keeping us entertained and 
happy. I hope many more 
students will be able to 
experience Canberra. - Marlee 
6B

Canberra camp was a fun adventure through the 
concrete jungle that is, Canberra! On the camp 
we visited many fun and historical sites like the 
Australian War Memorial, Old Parliament House, 
Questacon and many more. We learnt so much 
about the history of Canberra and the federation 
of Australia! I really hope everyone can 
experience this one day! - William Mc 6B

The best part about the Canberra camp was the AIS and the Old 
Parliament House. I liked it because we completed an activity where 
we had a key card where got to scan circles which gave us 
information about the place. We also had to wear white gloves. – 
Eddie 6D

Camp was so beautiful looking and 
amazing. It was the best experience 
I’ve had all year. I loved everything, 
apart from waking up at 4.30am! The 
place I enjoyed the most was the Mint 
and the titanic Telstra Tower. They 
keep everything clean, I give it 10/10. It 
was definitely worth the 10hr drive 
there. You should definitely go to 
Canberra! – Ryan 6C

The Canberra camp was one of the best experiences of my schooling. We visited 
nearly every place there was to go, such as the Australian War Memorial, 
Questacon, The High Court of Australia, Telstra Tower and so much more. I enjoyed 
camp because I learnt all about how Australia was federated in 1901 and I got to 
spend time mucking around with my friends. Camp was so much fun and I hope I will 
be able to go back to Canberra one day to teach my family all about it. - Brodie 6A

I liked the high court of 
Australia because we got to 
hear real life stories about 
real things that have 
happened in the court like 
how a lady slipped on a chip 
outside Big W and she sued 
them for $500,000. Big W 
then took the lady to a higher 
court and then she lost so the 
lady took it to the high court 
and she won. – Mia B 6D



Students from our school recently 
undertook an education tour of the 
national capital. Students were given 
the opportunity to participate in a 
variety of educational programs with a 
focus on Australia’s history, culture, 
heritage and democracy. 

The Australian Government recognises 
the importance of all young Australians 
being able to visit the national capital 
as part of their Civics and Citizenship 
education. To assist families in meeting 
the cost of the camp the Australian 
Government contributed funding of 
$30.00 per student under the 
Parliament and Civics Education 
Rebate program towards the cost. The 
rebate is paid directly to the school 
upon completion of the camp.

Canberra Tour 
2018



What is Auslan and why should we learn it?
There is not one universal sign language

Many countries around the world will have their own unique documented sign language. Sign languages have been known to exist as far back as Egyptian times in 

5000BC. As with spoken languages, sign languages developed to meet the needs of a particular group of people. 

Australian Sign Language

The Deaf community in Australia uses Australian Sign Language, a community language, known as Auslan. Early convicts and settlers in the Australian colony brought 

British, Irish and Scottish Sign Language with them. When schools were established, the differences in some signs were evident as a result of the backgrounds of the 

people who worked in those schools. The differences in signs still exist today. Learners of Auslan sometimes comment on these differences and the difficulties at times 

to remember a variety of signs for the same thing. Auslan has two dominant dialects: Northern and Southern (Vic). These dialects are very different from each other. 

They have different signs for things like colours, days of the week, and animals. However, there are no major differences in grammar and the dialects work well 

together, especially as signs are used with facial expressions and gestures to add meaning. It is beneficial to learn the different signs for different things, e.g. learning 

both of the signs for the animal, cat. Auslan, like any true language, is a living and constantly growing language with new signs, expressions and gestures constantly 

being added by the Australian Deaf Community.

Deaf people are visual people

Sign languages are known as visual-gestural languages. This means movements of the hands and body are made in the space in front of a signer and seen by the person 

they are communicating with. Auslan uses a different structure to English. Signs in an Auslan sentence do not occur in the same place as words in an English sentence. 

Signs are combined with facial expressions to show the different emotions and meaning. 

· English written and spoken sentence: I am going to the movies tomorrow at 2pm.  Auslan signed version: Tomorrow 2pm me go movies.

Why Learn Auslan?

Auslan is an excellent language to learn. You will be able to use the language regularly because there are many deaf people within the community. You can be bilingual 

in Australia - fluent in both Auslan and English and can use these languages anywhere in  Australia. Being fluent in Auslan also increases your job opportunities. Using 

appropriate facial expressions, gestures and body language is an important part of any communication.



This week in Auslan we have 
been learning to sign Happy 
Birthday and learnt various 
‘party’ signs. We had fun 
playing pass the parcel. 

Check out 1B on class dojo signing 
Happy Birthday. 

Don’t our mosaic letters look 
great! You will see them up 
around the school soon. 

Ask your Prep, Grade One or Two student to show you the signs for:
Cake
Balloon
Party
Dancing:
Birthday:
Happy:
Present: 





 
 

150 points- balloon



Melton Primary School - Book Week Parade
Wednesday the 22nd of August

Foundation - Grade 2     8.45am - 9.30am
Grade 3 - Grade 6      9.30am - 10.15

Tennis Court
Prizes for best dressed book character.

Find Your Treasure 

Open School 

Afternoon

Thursday 23rd of August

2.00pm - 3.00pm

Come and join the school community as 
we search for “treasures” around the 

school.

How many book characters and their 
treasure can you find? Use the map to 

find them all.





Please 
note we 
do not 

accept any 
cash 

payments 
for Book 

Club. 
Payments 
should be 

made 
through 
LOOP.

Book Club orders will 
be sent home as 

soon as they arrive. 
BOOK CLUBAny questions please 

contact Mrs Partridge in 
the Library.

6th August 



5 EASY WAYS TO ORDER:
Online:  www.redgumbookclub.com.au
Email:   orders@redgumbookclub.com.au
Fax:      (02) 9997 5850
Phone:  (02) 8445 2355
Post:     Reply Post 30, PO Box 935, 

    Mona Vale, NSW 1660

Orders Due by 
6th August

Redgum will now be our 2nd Book 
Club supplier. This is to give you 
more variety and options when 

ordering. Any questions or 
feedback please don’t hesitate to 

contact Mrs Partridge in the 
Library.

http://www.redgumbookclub.com.au
mailto:orders@redgumbookclub.com.au




Community 
Events and 

competitions!





Talking to kids makes them smart. By Michael Grose.

The links between school achievement and parents’ ability to talk with kids from a young age are now well 
established.
The language stimulation children receive when they talk with parents is one factor. But engagement in 
conversation with parents benefits kids in a far broader sense. In many ways it is through conversations that 
kids get a real sense of us as parents. It is through talking with kids that we impart some of our knowledge, 
ideas, wisdom and thoughts while also gaining access to a window into their worlds and the way they think.



1. Turn screens off. Are you competing with televisions, computers and electronic games for your kids’ attention? If so, take control of 
the screens to create some conversational space. Start with a screen-free day each week or screen-free hour each day if you have a 

home full of young hard-core screen junkies.

2. Turn screens on. If you can’t beat them, join them. Some television programs provide great conversational fodder, particularly for 
older children and teens. Topics can range from “Who’s going to win My Kitchen Rules?” or “What happens to the winners of My 

Kitchen Rules?” to “What is the point of My Kitchen Rules?”



3. Have regular mealtimes. The family that eats together talks together. Meals are great social occasions – more than just refueling 
stops. They provide terrific opportunities for families to get together and talk. It’s no coincidence that families who enjoy and appreciate 

food generally enjoy close relationships as well. However, for this to work it’s important that meals are screen free, so turn off the 
television and ban phones at the table.

4. Move more. If sitting and chatting is not your child’s thing then try to get some action happening. Boys, in particular, tend to talk more 
when they are playing, walking or involved in activity with an adult.

5. Talk with kids on their own turf. Many children will open up in the privacy of their own bedroom where they tend to feel more 
relaxed and secure. If you have something important to discuss then choose a comfortable place and a time that promotes good 

conversation.

6. Try shoulder-to-shoulder parenting. Travelling together in a car with the radio off, washing the dishes together or playing a 
game can all provide opportunities for talk. Paradoxically, many teenagers will talk more when they don’t have to concentrate 

or make eye contact with the other person. That’s why cars can be great conversation catalysts for parents.

Every family has their own way of getting the talk happening. Figure out what works for you and make sure it 
happens. The best communication in families happens when no one is working at it, however busy modern families 

need to work on their communication rather than leave it to chance.


