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From the Principal's desk
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Father’s Day
We hope that all of our dads, grandfathers and significant males had a wonderful day on Sunday for Father’s Day. A massive 
thank you to Mrs Sutherland and the sensational team of parents who ordered, prepared and hosted our Father’s Day stall. We 
value and appreciate your support. 
Student Learning Goals
Classroom teachers over the past few weeks have been busy putting together for families an update on their child’s performance 
in relation to their learning goals. Please ensure that you check Compass for the update that the staff have provided for you. 
Book Week
Our students looked sensational when they dressed up to celebrate Book Week. A huge thank you to all of the families and staff 
that supported our dress up. Well done to those students who received a book prize. Thank you to the literacy committee for your 
organisation of this event. 
Divisional Athletics
A selection of students from 3-6 will compete in the the district athletics on 13th September. We wish all of these students all the 
best for the day. Thank you to Mr Carty Cowling for your organisation of this event. 
F-2 Athletics Carnival 
Families of students in F-2 are invited to assist and watch the F-2 Athletics Carnival on Thursday 20th September. We would love 
to see as many parents/grandparents come along and cheer on the students as they give their all in a number of events and 
races. We encourage all of our students to try their best and have a wonderful day. 
Parent Opinion Survey extended until 9th September
As our response rate to the parent opinion survey is low, DET are keeping it open until 9th September to allow for additional time 
for families to complete it. If you were invited to complete it and have not yet done so, we encourage you to do it before the 9th. 



From the Principal's desk
2-6 Swimming Carnival 
Students in Years 2-6 will participate in our annual swimming carnival on Friday 21st September. We encourage family members to 
come along and cheer on their child/ren. Good luck to everyone involved. 
Planning for 2019 
Planning for 2019 has now commenced. Apart from students in Grade 6, if you know that your child/ren are not likely to be at 
Melton Primary in 2019, can you please notify the office so that we do not count them in our enrolment numbers and classes. If you 
have a Foundation student for 2019, please ensure that you enrol them now so that we can guarantee a position for them. 
Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge - CLOSES this Friday
The Premier’s Reading Challenge closes this Friday 7th September so please ensure that you log all of the books that you have 
read. Students who complete the challenge will receive a signed certificate from the Premier. Congratulations to those students who 
have already completed the challenge.
Last Day Term 3
Term 3 is quickly drawing to an end. Students will finish the term on Friday 21st September at 2:30pm. Students will resume for 
term 4 on Monday 8th October. 
Sunsmart
Spring is here and the weather is starting to improve, as per our policy students are required to wear their hats again in the yard.
Vision Portraits Fundraiser
Thank you to all of the families that supported our vision portraits fundraiser. We hope you are happy with your photos.

Vanessa Harrison
Principal



Secretary’s Visit
Last week we were fortunate to host 
the Secretary of Education, Gill 
Callister; Deputy Secretary, Bruce 
Armstrong and the Dr Mary Jean 
Gallagher from Ontario Canada at our 
school. Miss Gravatt, Mr Roberts and 
Mrs Magnano willingly shared their 
practice excellence and how they 
utilise the high impact teaching 
strategies to improve outcomes for our 
students. Our staff and students are to 
be commended on being so 
welcoming and sharing their teaching 
and learning opportunities. A special 
thank you to all of the staff who 
assisted in the preparations for the 
visit. 



Key Dates for Term 3
September

4th-7th Specialist Open Week
4th 2019 Foundation Orientation Session
7th Premier’s Reading Challenge Closes
10th - 14th Planning Week
10th Foundation Animal Land  Excursion
11th Grade 1 Toys Over Time Incursion
12th Divisional Athletics for selected students
14th Melton Minis
17th CD Recording for the Senior School
18th CD Recording for the Senior School
19th CD Recording for the Senior School
19th School Council 6:30pm
20th F-2 Athletics Day
21st 2-6 Swimming Carnival
21st Last Day Term 3 Students finish at 2:30pm

October
8th Term 4 commences 8:40am
10th F-3 Grades Multi Cultural Day 
11th 4-6 Grades Multi Cultural Day
12th Grade 2 Sleepover
16th Regional Athletics (selected students only)
18th Grade 6 Graduation Photo being taken
19th Grade 5 Health & Human Relationships
25th 2019 Foundation Orientation session
25th Literacy and Numeracy Parent Afternoon
26th Grade 5 Health & Human Relationships

November
6th Melbourne Cup Holiday, no school
12th Grade 3 Bike Education Excursion
14th ¾ Basketball Round Robin (selected students)
19th 2019 Foundation Orientation session
29th ¾ Cricket Competition (selected students)

Save the date - School Concert is on Thursday 
20th December

Key Dates for Term 4



 
 

Student Banking 
Program!

Congratulations 
Ashlyn from 1A 

for receiving 
banking prizes 

this week.

To become a 
student banker, 
please see the 

office. 

Naplan Results
Dear Parents of students in Grades 3 & 5,

This week we will be sending home your child’s 
Naplan results. 

The results indicate how your child performed on 
the days of the test in May.

The Naplan results form one part of our 
assessment and reporting program.  

After reading your child’s results, if you wish to 
ask any clarifying questions or discuss the 
results, please make a mutually agreeable 
appointment with your child’s teacher. 

Thank you to our students for trying their best 
and to our staff for your organisation of the 
Naplan tests.



We are Sun- 
Smart 

Surf Hat - $8

Bucket Hat - $5

Wide Brim Hat - $6
Melton Primary School is a Sun-Smart 
school. From the 1st of September all 

students are required to wear a school hat 
when outside. 

Hats can be purchased from the office. 



           ATTENDANCE 

Every day counts - School Attendance

We all want our children to get a great education and the building blocks for a great education 
begin with students coming to school each and every day.  Missing school can have a major 

impact on a students future - a child missing one day a fortnight will miss four full weeks by the 
end of the year. By year 10 they would have missed a whole year of schooling!

There is no safe number of days for missing school - each day a student misses puts them 
behind, and can affect their educational outcomes.  Coming to school each day is vital, but if for 

any reason your child must miss school, there are things we can do to ensure they don't fall 
behind such as, speak with the classroom teacher as early as possible and find out what work 

your child needs to do to keep up to date.

Remember, every day counts. If you are having attendance issues with your child, please let 
the classroom teacher, or attendance officer, know so we can work together to get your child to 

school each day.



Foundation

Father’s Day Open Afternoon

On Thursday the 30th of August, the Foundation 
students invited and welcomed some of the 
special men in their lives including their fathers, 
grandfathers, male role models and other 
relatives. Here are some photos from the day.



Year 2
Inquiry - History
Grade 2 students have been hard at work, 
exploring the history of significant people and 
places in the community of Melton.
Some of the people we have learnt about 
include:

● Hannah (Grannie) Watts
● the Coburn family
● the Staughton family
● the Pyke brothers

Some of the significant places we have learnt 
about include:

● Melton Primary School
● the Willows Historical Park
● the War Memorial
● Police Paddock
● the Courthouse

We are now creating ‘presentations’ including 
what we have learnt that we look forward to 
sharing with you.

Grade 2 Sleepover
The grade 2 sleepover 
will be held on Friday 
12th October at school 
from 5pm. Please 
don't forget to return 
the permission form 
and $9.00 to the 
office.

Term 3 Open Afternoon
We would like to invite you to our open 
afternoon for term 3, to be held on Tuesday 
18th September from 2:10 - 3:00pm. We will 
be sharing our knowledge of the history of 
Melton with you.



Year 4

Numeracy - Term 3

Throughout Term 3, the grade 4 cohort have been doing a variety of 
many exciting and challenging things in Numeracy. With a  focus on 
multiplication and division the students have been working on a 
range of different tasks, both independently and in groups and have 
achieved some fantastic results. At the completion of the unit 
students created their very own zoo in which they had to calculate 
the area and perimeter of the entire place. This produced some 
wonderful completed projects that showcased just what this group is 
capable of.
Last two weeks the year 4 students have been creating 2D and 3D 
shapes with a range of hands on activities.  The end of this term we 
are moving on to our unit on fractions and decimals.



Year 6The grade 6 students have been learning 
about information reports, 
autobiographies and biographies. Here 
are  a few samples to read.  

Did you know 
Barack Obama 
won a state 
championship in 
basketball?

Did you know 
Roger Federer 
has won 20 
grand slams?

Italy is famous for 
PIzza. 

Beyonce 
started dancing 
as a way to 
socialise. 



 WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN STEM
FOUNDATION - We have been learning about what keeps us alive, now we are learning about the weather 
around us.
GRADE ONE - We have been learning about how living things grow and have offspring similar to 
themselves. We are now learning about made and natural things and how natural things change overtime.
GRADE TWO - We have been learning about life cycles of the mealworm. Now we are learning about water 
usage around our school and how to use water responsibly.
GRADE THREE - We have been learning about how objects change by adding heat and by cooling them. 
We are now learning how to follow a design plan by working in a group building straw roller coasters.
GRADE FOUR - We have been learning about the different properties of materials. We are now learning how 
to follow a design plan by designing and planning our Cardboard arcade games.
GRADE FIVE - We have been learning about states of matter. We are now learning how animals and plants 
have adaptations that help them survive in the desert.
GRADE SIX - We have been learning about chemical changes, we are now learning about microorganisms.
                                                                                                                                                    









Melton 
Minis

The Melton Minis worked on making patterns and building towers. 

We 
looked 
at 
making 
house, 
roads 
and 
cars.



https://www.teachingawards.com.au/

Nominate now for the Commonwealth Bank Teaching 
Awards



Parenting for Resilience - by Michael Grose 
Resilience has proven to be one of the most important factors in predicting success as an adult. The ability 
to bounce back, regulate emotions and cope with stress are key traits in a healthy, functioning person. 
Resilience also helps prevent anxiety and depression. It is something we need to be instilling in our 
children.
As a child’s first educators, parents can’t leave it to early learning centres, pre-schools and schools to 
develop their child’s resilience. It’s something that parents need to be constantly developing. Building 
resilience is not a program, but should be an approach or mindset that guides your parenting. Here are five 
principles/ideas that you can easily adapt to develop a strong sense of resilience in your child.

1. Dev  yo  h ’s e f-su c e y
Self-esteem is an essential element for resilience. It teflon coats children against rejection and self-doubt. 
The foundation for self-esteem is self-sufficiency. It’s the simple things such as feeding yourself as a 
toddler, making your own snacks in primary school and making your own lunch in secondary school that 
build self-esteem. Mastery over your own life provides a strong sense of self, which is an important piece of 
the resilience puzzle.



2. Al o  k  t  e l  he  n ob s. 
Resilience is developed when children own and resolve their own problems, whether those problems are 
learning, relational or organisational challenges. A lunch left at home is a child’s problem to solve – either 
he borrows or goes without. A teenager who sleeps in on a school day needs to be allowed to manage the 
inconvenience of the situation, experience the stress that comes with being late and find a solution to avoid 
a repeat. Look for ways to coach your kids through social, physical and learning challenges but resist the 
urge to interfere or rescue kids unless it’s absolutely necessary.
3. En o ge y (an  c g a d) at y a
Encourage your child to play and be playful. As a community we seem to hold little store in the value of free, 
child-initiated, or even teenager-initiated, play. It’s almost as if play time is a waste of valuable learning 
time. As any adult who experienced the joys of ‘mucking around’ as a child or young person will know, free 
play has huge benefits. These include helping children manage fear, providing opportunities to negotiate 
risk, and learning how to work flexibly with others. Importantly, free play and mucking around help 
children experience and tame stress, which is essential for resilience.
4. Foc   fa -to-fa  r e s s
Healthy peer relationships are important protective factors against anxiety and depression for 
children and young people. From a resilience perspective, peer relationships are most potent when 
connections are face-to-face rather than through a digital medium. Studies are now showing how 
simple face-to-face social engagement has a massive positive impact on wellbeing. Positive face-to-face 
engagement – a smile, a wink or a nod – releases oxytocin, which increases trust and reduces cortisol 
(stress hormone). These simple face-to-face interactions also release dopamine, which makes us feel 
better. For the sake of your child’s resilience, encourage more face-to-face interactions, model healthy 
socialisation and help them balance their time between the online and real worlds.



5. Tel  t e  f il e
Storytelling is a powerful way of shaping children’s understanding of how the world works. According to a 
recent study, children who hear stories about family members overcoming obstacles are more resilient and 
display more grit in the face of challenges. The most helpful stories are those that are realistic, reflecting 
life’s ups and downs. It’s often stories of difficulty rather than success that teach and inspire children to 
persist. Similarly, it helps to remind children of times you worked hard in the past to overcome obstacles. 
These might include how you learned to ride a bike, how you adjusted to moving schools or how you got 
along with a seemingly challenging teacher, boss or work colleague.
Perhaps the easiest way to bring resilience into your parenting is to develop a mindset for resilience. It 
helps to remember the struggles and difficulties you may have experienced and be willing to keep kids’ 
chins up when difficulties and challenges get them down. It’s also helpful to remind kids that things will get 
better. They always do, which is a fabulous resilience lesson to learn.

Mic  Gro , fo r o  P n i g I , is  o  A s li ’s e n  ar n  e c o s. He’s e t o  f 10 bo  f  ar s lu g 
Th i n ! an  h  t-se n  W y i t s R e h  W d a  L s  n  a t  C n e I , an  s es  l a  S on  G ne on: 
How  is  ep n  hi r .










