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Morphographic rule 

All morphographs 

in a word have 

meaning. In the 

word rebuild there 

are two 

morphographs and 

each has a meaning. 

Re = again, so in 

rebuild it means to 

build again.  

 

Doubling rule 

When a short word 

ends cvc and the 

next morphograph 

begins with a vowel 

letter , the final 

consonant needs to 

be doubled as in run 

+ er = runner and 

skip + ing = 

skipping 

 

The rule for 

dropping the final E 

If the final 

morphograph begins 

with a vowel then 

drop the e as in hope 

/ ing = 

hoping.  Otherwise 

you keep the ‘e’ as 

in hope / ful = 

hopeful. 

 

Y as a vowel letter 

If ‘y’ is at the end of 

a morphograph then 

it makes the sound 

of a vowel as in 

happy and berry 

 

The rule for 

changing y to i 

When  a word ends 

with a consonant 

and -y, you change 

the y to an i  when 

adding a 

morphograph on the 

end of the word as 

in pity + ful = pitiful 

and happy + er = 

happier 

Adding -es to words 

with s, sh or ch 

If a word ends in a 

‘s’, ‘ch’ or ‘sh’ you 

add an -es to make 

the plural of the 

word as in match 

becomes matches 

and flash becomes 

flashes 

Adding -es to words 

ending with x 

In words that end in 

‘x’ the ‘x’ makes a 

/ks/ sound.  When 

words end in a ‘s’ 

you add the -es to 

make the word 

plural as in boxes 

and fixes 

Contractions 

A contraction is 

made of two words 

that have a part 

missing which is 

substituted with an 

apostrophe as in was 

not = wasn’t and has 

not = hasn’t 

Adding -es to words 

ending with a 

consonant and y 

When  a word ends 

with a consonant 

and -y, you change 

the y to an i  and 

add es as in baby = 

babies and worry = 

worries 

W as a vowel letter 

If ‘w’ is at the end 

of a morphograph 

then it makes the 

sound of a vowel as 

in show and know 

Adding -es to words 

ending with z 

If a word ends in a 

‘z’ you add an -es to 

make the plural of 

the word as in buzz 

becomes buzzes 

Long o spelled ‘oa’  

When you hear the 

long o sound in the 

middle of a word it 

is usually 

spelled  with an ‘oa’ 

as in boat, coat and 

float 

Long a spelled ‘ai’ 

When you hear the 

long a sound in the 

middle of a word it 

is usually spelled 

with ‘ai’ as in fair, 

faint and trail 

Long o at the end of 

words 

When you hear the 

long o at the end of 

words it is spelled 

‘ow’ as in show, 

grow, low 

Long e in the 

middle of words 

When you hear the 

long e sound in the 

middle of a word it 

is spelled ‘ie’ as in 

grief, thief 

      


