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From the Principal's desk

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Thank you for your support in settling students into the 2020 school year and transitioning them into their new year levels. The staff value and
appreciate all the families that made the time to participate in the initial parent teacher meetings.
Book boxes
By now all students should have bought their supply of books to school. We understand that there has been a delay in receiving items for the
school supplier and they are refunding for the items that they have not been able to supply. We encourage families to seek these items from
Big W, Kmart and Officeworks. Unfortunately a number of teachers are reporting difficulty with teaching students whose family are yet to
supply their child/ren with any of the right tools to learn. It is essential that all required items on the book boxes that parents are required to
supply are at school by this Friday 24th February.
School Council Update
Thank you to our members of School Council whose term of office (2017-2019) is now complete :Karen Green, Craig Byham, Sam
Dransman, Amber Koek and Emma Sutherland.
Congratulations to Karen Green, Craig Byham, Sam Dransman and Emma Sutherland, who have been re-elected to the Melton Primary
School Council for 2020, for a two year term. We welcome our new member Tiffany Crossland.
Smoking
A reminder to all families that smoking on school sites and within 4 metres of the school boundary is prohibited. Our staff and students do not
enjoy the smoke blown in by the wind into the classroom windows and doors. If you are a smoker, please ensure that you choose to smoke
more than four metres away from the school boundary.
Clearway
A reminder to all families that the double gates on the Raleighs Road side of the school and the gates to the dump master must be kept clear
at all times. If the school requires an ambulance on site, they enter via the gates at Raleigh’s Road. Unfortunately cars have recently been
spotted parking in this clearway. Please ensure that you do not park in front of the gates on Raleigh’s Rd or in front of the dump master.

From the Principal's desk

Please don’t approach kids in the yard
Please do not approach other students in the yard – students feel intimidated and unsafe when approached by a strange adult. If you see an
incident or you have a concern with any child other than your own, please do not approach them, please notify the teacher on yard duty or
your child’s classroom teacher.
Please wait outside for the end of day pick up
This is a friendly reminder to parents, that when picking up your children, please wait outside for them and not in the school corridors. When
the bell goes and students exit the rooms the corridors are crowded and congested. If all families waited inside, it would be a hazard and the
corridors would be overcrowded. Part of our human traffic management is for all parents to wait outside. It is unfair for some families to be in
the corridor and not others. Parents waiting in the corridors in future will be asked to wait outside.
When Should I Sign In?
If you are on site in the morning past 9am, please ensure that you sign in at the office. As students will have been in class for 20 minutes,
anyone who is still on site we assume will be in the classrooms assisting and helping the teachers. If you like to spend time talking with other
parents, we encourage you to arrange to meet at a local coffee shop or park. For our emergency evacuation procedures we require all
people on site to be signed in.
Nights Reading - 35 Nights is the goal
How is your child tracking towards 35 nights reading? Remember that reading each day, including the weekend counts.
Possum Boxes - Thank you
Thank you to all of the families who have made donations to our materials needed to construct possum boxes. A special thank you to
Bunnings Melton who were in contact last week to offer donations towards our possum box constructions.
Vanessa Harrison
Principal

Key Dates for Term 1, 2020
February
March
19th
20th
21st
21st
21st
25th
26th
27th
28th
28th

Foundation students not required at school
Helping Hands meeting (STEAM room)
School Photos
Summer Sport Rd 1 - selected Grade 6 students
Student Learning Goals are live on Compass
MPSSA District Swimming - selected students
Foundation students not required at school
Grade 5 Camping Experience
Grade 5 Camping Experience
Summer Sport Rd 2 - selected Grade 6 students

March
5th 150th Anniversary Committee Meeting 3pm
6th Summer Sport Rd 3 - selected Grade 6 students
9th Labour Day Holiday - No School
10th Western Rangers Divisional Swimming selected students
12th Grade ¾ Sleepover

17th Secondary School Information Night at the
Secondary Colleges
19th Harmony Day Activities
20th Grade 2 Scienceworks Excursion
20th Summer Sports Lightning Premiership
24th Western Region Swimming Carnival (selected
students)
26th Grades 3-6 Athletics Carnival
27th Student Learning Goals are live on Compass
27th Last day term 1 - students finish at 2:30pm

Reporting Student Academic
Achievement in 2020
Student reports at Melton Primary School are
delivered via two formats - Individual Learning
Goals and Semester Reports. Throughout the
year, teaching staff will be setting learning goals
in reading, writing, mathematics, humanities
(history, geography, economics), health and the
Capability areas as determined by the Victorian
Curriculum. At the end of term 2 and term 4, the
end of semester reports will be available via
Compass. These reports will provide feedback
about your child’s academic progress across all
of the areas of the curriculum.
Further information on how to access the
learning tasks and Specialist feedback is
provided later in this newsletter.
If you need support accessing Compass please
see the staff in the office or organise a time with
Mrs Gilbert.

How will I know what my child is
learning and how they are
progressing in the specialist
areas?
The students at Melton Primary School engage in a
number of ‘specialist’ curriculum areas to deepen
their skills and knowledge across the curriculum.
Students in Foundation to year 2, participate in
Physical Education, Auslan/Visual Art and
Performing Arts. Students in years 3-6 participate in
STEAM, Physical Education and Performing Arts.
Each term the specialist teachers provide information
about the areas of the curriculum that have been
covered that term and an achievement for each child
in the class. These achievements are live in
Compass on the Friday in the last week of each
term.

What are learning goals?
Throughout the year, the classroom teachers will identify goals for each student in different areas across the
curriculum. These goals will allow the students to have a clear focus in each area of learning. Over a
number of weeks the students will work with the teacher, and independently, towards achieving their goals.
Once the cycle is complete the teacher will provide feedback indicating if your child has successfully
completed the goal (competent), has partially achieved the goal (not yet competent) or is still maintaining this
goal as their focus (not competent). This feedback will become available when the next cycle of learning
becomes live in Compass. There are 5 cycles throughout the year that the learning goals will be set. Each
cycle will go live in Compass on the Friday of the weeks as outlined below:
Cycle 1 - Week 4, Term 1
Cycle 2 - Week 9, Term 1
Cycle 3 - Week 6, Term 2
Cycle 4 - Week 5, Term 3
Cycle 5 - Week 10, Term 3
Please ensure that you log into Compass and familiarise yourself with your child’s learning goals so that you
can support them with their goals at home.
Further information on how to access the learning tasks, and specialist feedback is provided later in this
newsletter.

Accessing learning tasks (goals) in the Compass App
Follow the red circle for where to click
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Accessing learning tasks (goals) in the Compass Browser
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When can I meet with my
child’s teacher?
We offer two opportunities throughout the year to ‘formally’ meet with your child’s teacher.
1. Meet the teacher (Week 3, Term 1) This is an opportunity to provide information to your child’s
teacher that will support your child while at school.
2. Parent/Teacher Interviews - these are held in the last week of term 2. This is an opportunity for you
to discuss the academic progress of your child across all of the areas of the curriculum.
Although these formal opportunities are limited throughout the year, our staff are always available to meet
with parents/carers as needed.
All staff are in their classrooms from 8.30am. If you have information that can be quickly transferred to the
classroom teacher, this is a good time to do it. However if you have a matter that requires greater
discussion, we encourage you to organise a time with the classroom teacher that is mutually convenient.
Please keep in mind that our staff are required to attend meetings after school on Mondays and Tuesdays.

Breakfast Club, Early Bird Readers & Homework Club
The Melton Primary School breakfast club operates every morning in the STEM (Science) room at the end
of the BER building. Breakfast Club commences at 8:20am. Breakfast is FREE with the students having
access to Weetbix, Cheerios, canned fruit and milo.
Do you need support with reading with your child. Come along to our Early Bird Readers program that also
operates in the STEM (Science) room at the end of the BER building. Students are welcome everday from
8:20am. They will be paired up with a buddy to assist them in reading their take home reader and using a
range of reading strategies.
Does your child need support with homework? Everyday from 8:20am students are invited to the STEM
(Science) room to access support by one of our teachers.

School Banking program.
To earn prizes and enjoy saving please see the Office for information on how you
can start your Dollarmites Account!
Here is a sneak peak of the prizes on offer this year………..

School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives $5 when a student makes their
first ever School Banking deposit and 5% on every deposit made through the school (to a maximum of $10 per
individual deposit).

Announcement
Camps, Sports, Excursion Fund (CSEF) $$$$
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. There are two categories that
must be met 1. Eligibility and 2. Be of school age and attend a Victorian School. $125 per year is paid for eligible primary school
students. Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the student. Victorian Government Prep students (in 2020) who are
CSEF recipients are also automatically eligible for uniform support through State Schools Relief. To be eligible for the fund, a parent or
legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government Victorian primary school must:
· on the first day of Term one, or;
· on the first day of Term two;
· a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be the holder of a Veterans Affairs Gold
Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR
· b) Be a temporary foster parent, and
· c) Submit an application to the school by the due date.
Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by Centrelink, are not
eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above.
Families who received CSEF funds in 2019 do not need to apply again unless your circumstances have changed or you have moved
schools. New students to Melton Primary must apply. Application forms are available from the office. Application forms should be
completed and lodged with schools by 1st April 2020, as payments are made from March. However schools will be able to accept
and process applications up until the end of term two each year. If you have not yet received a form and believe that you are eligible for
this benefit, please contact the office.

Helping Hands
Are you able to spare a hand?
Melton Primary is looking for some ‘helping hands’ to assist with various
school fundraising events.
You do not have to be able to commit to every scheduled event, we are
grateful for any time you can spare.
We are holding a meeting (to share possible fundraising ideas and get to
know each other) on Thursday 20th of Feb at 2:10pm in the STEAM room.
We would love to see everyone there.
Mrs Sutherland

Foundation Students
Foundation students will
now commence their first
full week of school on
Monday the 2nd of March.
Their last Wednesday off
school is Wednesday 26th
February.

Headlice
We have recently had a couple of reported cases of
Headlice to the Office. We advise that all families
please check your child’s hair and treat if necessary.

TEACHER PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAYS
In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the achievements of learners across Victoria, whether it
is through improving the quality of educational services or changing the way we teach. The most important thing we can do to improve
student outcomes is to develop and improve the skills of our teachers. The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to
develop professional, passionate teachers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills for a modern classroom.
To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our teachers too; we are committed to providing
professional development opportunities for our teaching workforce.

WHAT are the professional practice days?
As part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2017, teachers will receive one day per term
when they are out of the classroom to focus on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and
learning.

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOUR CHILD
Your child’s teacher will spend four days per year further developing their skills in areas that are aligned to the school priorities. Your child
will directly benefit from these improvements in their daily learning.
On these days, an alternate teacher will be provided with the learning plan for the day and be well equipped to assist your child with their
learning needs.
We are scheduling the professional practice days ahead of time so there is minimal impact to students and, where possible, there is
consistency in teaching.
If you would like more information on the professional practice days and when they are planned, please contact your School Principal.

Announcements
Child Dental Benefits Schedule
The Commonwealth Child Dental Benefits Schedule (CDBS) is a dental benefits program for eligible children aged 2–17 years that
provides up to $1,000 in benefits over two years to the child for basic dental services.
A child is eligible if they are aged 2–17 years, are eligible for Medicare and receive Family Tax Benefit Part A or other relevant Australian
Government payments, including:
Youth Allowance, ABSTUDY, Disability Support Pension, Parenting Payment Special Benefit, Carer Payment, Double Orphan Pension,
Veteran's Children Education Scheme, if the child is 16 or over Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act Education and Training
Scheme (if the child is 16 or over).
Eligible families receive a letter to confirm eligibility from the Commonwealth Department of Human Services.
Benefits cover a range of dental services including examinations, x-rays, cleaning, fissure sealing, fillings, root canal treatments and
extractions.
Benefits will not be available for orthodontic or cosmetic dental work and will not be paid for any dental services provided in a hospital
operating theatre or oral surgery environment.
For more information visit: https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/medicare/child-dental-benefits-schedule

ATTENDANCE MATTERS - every school day counts
Please ensure that you allow enough time to get your children to class, ready to commence work by 8:40 am each day.
Here at Melton Primary School we have a fantastic reward system to encourage regular and on time attendance.

Monthly awards: to qualify: no more than 1 explained illness related absence and no more than 3 explained late arrivals in
a month.

Term awards: to qualify for the major prize draw
Gold Club: no more than 3 explained illness related absences and no more than 10 explained late arrivals per Term.
Silver Club: no more than 5 explained illness related absences and no more than 10 explained late arrivals per Term.
Bronze Club: no more than 7 explained illness related absences and no more than 10 explained late arrivals per Term.
All students who qualify for the Term major prize draw will go into a raffle and 4 students from each Club (Gold, Silver and
Bronze) will be drawn for the major prizes.
Major prize Students will be published in the Newsletter and will be on display near the Principal's office.

PLEASE NOTE: any unexplained absences will exclude the student from any awards.
If you have any queries on attendance please contact Amanda Oliver in the office.

School Photo Day
Friday 21st of February
School photographs will be taken on Friday 21st of February. If paying online, please follow the instructions on the
envelope carefully. If you intend to purchase a package, please ensure that your child’s name is clearly marked on
the envelope and is handed in to the office prior to photo day.
Siblings photograph envelopes, must be picked up from the general office and handed back to the office with
payment prior to photo day. Sibling photos will be taken during lunch breaks so please let your child know if they
have a sibling photo.
If you have more than 2 children attending this school, the 3rd and subsequent children’s packages, are free of
charge.

Students are required to wear a clean school uniform.

Attendance Awards
Congratulations to the following Grade for their fantastic attendance for
30th Jan- 10th February. What a great start to the year!

Foundation A
4A

Foundation D
6C

A reminder if your child is going to be away you can enter an absence via the Compass app or
telephone 9753 5335, select option 1, and leave a message.

Attendance
MPS Tips on improving your child’s
attendance!
Tip 1: Talk about the importance of
showing up to school every day. Help
your child maintain daily routines, such
as finishing homework and getting a good
night’s sleep.
Tip 2: Ask for help from school officials,
after school programs,other parents or
community agencies if you are having
trouble getting your child to school.

Grade 1
Welcome Parents and Guardians to the 2020 School Year!
Welcome back to the 2020 school year. The Grade 1 team
are very excited to be working with you and your child/ren
to continue to foster a love of learning and to develop their
skills and understandings across the curriculum.
Book Supplies - Thank you to the families who purchased
books and stationery for their children. If you have not yet
brought the resources in, we would appreciate if you could
please do so as soon as possible. If you still need to
purchase these supplies be ensure you do so as soon as
possible as the students need this to begin their learning
and year.

Meet the Grades
1 A - Mrs Reardon
1 C - Mrs Meaney

Take home readers - During Week 2 your child will have
started bringing home a book that they can read
independently. Please encourage your child to read every
night and fill out the log daily. Books must be returned
before another one is given.
1 D - Miss Smart
M100W Words - Some students will also have M100W
words to practise on a nightly basis. If they don’t have them
it means they have finished them and will be doing spelling.

1 B - Mr Strachan

Term 1 has started off wonderfully in the
Grade 3s.
First of all we would like to say thank you to
all the parents who came and met us last
Tuesday and Thursday. Also thank you to
everyone who brought in all their school
supplies. It was a great help.

HEALTH
Diet has always been a big issue with
adults and we will be looking at what
a healthy diet is and how to promote
healthy bodies and stay fit.
We will also be looking at healthy
minds and safe classrooms.

NUMBER
Numbers, numbers, numbers! We have
been exploring a range of numbers, from
two digit to even five digits. It has been
great fun renaming, expanding and
regrouping numbers through races and
tower building.

READING
These two weeks we have been
learning about different genres. We
have explored genres such as
realistic fiction, fantasy, fables and
fairy tales.

WRITING
This year we will have a big focus
on the 6 Traits of Writing. So far
we have briefly unpacked each
trait and are now ready to delve in
deeper.

Grade 5
In reading and writing
we have been
learning about
·
memoirs.

Reminders:
DRINK BOTTLES….To help keep students hydrated, they are encouraged to
bring a named drink bottle to school each day.
BOOK BOX ITEMS….Please make sure that your child has all of their book
box items at school. This ensures quick access to the items when needed. We do
have some students without book box items. If you did not purchase the school
book box, you must provide your child with these items so that they can
participate fully in the classroom. This includes 10mm grid books for maths, 8mm
ruled exercise books for reading and writing, a visual art diary to be used for a
writer’s ideas journal and a large scrapbook for health, geography and history.
Diaries can be purchased from the office for $3.00 to accommodate your child’s
signed take home reading experiences.

In health we
have been
learning about
having a healthy
mind.

·

In maths we have
been learning to
recognise, read, say
and order numbers
up to 10 000.

HOMEWORK….As part of your child’s weekly homework, they will be
required to read each night. The students will be provided with a bag to protect
books and they will use their diary as a reading record. This will need to be
signed by a parent at least 4 times a week. Students will also be required to
practice their timetables and Spelling Mastery words, and complete ‘Talk’
homework on a regular basis.
CAMPING EXPERIENCE… 27th and 28th of February

Welcome to the NEW
Performing Arts Room!

6th September

19th February

Book Club

Book Club brochures
will be sent home as
soon as they arrive.

Please
note we
do not
accept
any cash
payments
for Book
Club.
Payments
should be
made
through
LOOP.

What’s on in the community

Melton and the surrounding suburbs have a wonderful variety of events and programs available for parents and families. Some of
these may be paid events or programs, however a lot of them are free! Have a look through our newsletters for upcoming dates to mark
in your calendar! For more information, head to the relevant website- melton City Council, Melton South Community Centre, etc.

What’s on for Families...

MELTON
SOUTH
COMMUNITY
CENTRE

What’s on for parents...

