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Monday 16th March, 2020

From the Principal's desk
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Coronavirus updates and the impact on our normal school operations.
Thank you to all of the members of our community for your understanding as we manage our school operations in light of the
coronavirus. I receive daily updates from DET and will continue to provide families with information via Compass and Class Dojo
so please continue to read these posts. If your child has a cold or cold symptoms then we encourage you to please keep them
home rather than push through. Our staff are planning lessons should we be advised of a school closure.
Divisional Swimming Carnival
Congratulations to all of the students who represented Melton Primary School in the Divisional Swimming Carnival. Our students
are to be commended on their efforts and sensational sportsmanship throughout the day. Well done to our students who were
successful in gaining a 1st, 2nd or 3rd place. We wish all of our students who now go onto the Regional Swimming
Championships on 2nd April all the best. Thank you to Mr Trewavis for his commitment to training our swimming squad. Thank
you to Mr Carty Cowling for his organisation that enabled our students to attend this event. A huge thank you to all of the parents
who supported our students on the day, but also took their child to swimming training regularly, we value and appreciate your
commitment and support.
Planning Week
Please be advised that this week all teachers will participate in planning week. Each team is allocated one day where they meet
together and develop the scaffolding for their term 2 planning. During this week it means that normal specialist programs do not
operate at their normal timetable.

From the Principal's desk
Do you have a Concern?
Do you have a concern and you not sure how to raise it? Clarify the issue: be clear about the topic or issue that you want to
discuss, focus on things that are genuinely affecting your child, always remain calm and remember you may not have all of the
facts relating to the circumstances of the topic or issue you wish to discuss, think about what would be an acceptable outcome
for you and your child, be informed and check DET policies or guidelines (where relevant).
Contact the school: Firstly, write a note to your child’s teacher outlining your concern, make an appointment to speak on the
phone or in person with the class teacher—ensure that you inform the school about the issue you wish to discuss, consider
speaking to the Primary Welfare Officer—if you feel this would be appropriate. The class teacher together with others involved,
should be given a reasonable amount of time to take the steps required to resolve or address your concerns. Remember, it may
not always be possible to resolve an issue to your complete satisfaction.
Contact a member of the Principal Class:
Most concerns are resolved by following those steps already outlined. However, if the issue remains unresolved after you have
approached your child’s teacher then please ensure you contact the office and make an appointment to see a Principal
Class member.
Contact the Regional Office:
After meeting with the Principal, if you feel your complaint has not been addressed satisfactorily you can contact the relevant
regional office. The regional office’s responsibility is to ensure that complaints, wherever possible, are resolved at the school
level and to ensure that procedures at the school are in accordance with the DET regulatory framework.
Please feel free to contact me via phone, email or in person.

From the Principal's desk
Learning Goals
We hope that all of our families are supporting their children in working towards their learning goals. The teachers will be
providing feedback to families in relation to your child’s achievements towards their goals at the end of term.
Class Dojo
The staff at Melton Primary School utilise Class Dojo as a communication platform and classroom organisational tool. Teachers
are able to communicate individually with families or through a whole class or whole school story. Teachers also allocate points
to students for displaying our school agreements. There is the function to take points away, however as a school we do not
utilise this component of the platform. The junior teachers generally reward more points and frequency of allocation of points
becomes less as the students get older.
35 nights Reading is the goal for term 1
As previously advertised 35 nights reading is the goal for term 1. How is your child tracking? We are now past ½ way through the
term. With 20 school days left, students will need to read on the weekend if they already have 5 nights reading.
End of term
The end of term is approaching fast. Students will finish term 1 on Friday 27th March at 2:30pm. If you are unable to collect
your child/ren at this time, please ensure that you make alternate arrangements for their care.
Vanessa Harrison
Principal

Key Dates for Term 1, 2020
March
19th Harmony Day Activities
20th Summer Sports Lightning Premiership
24th Western Region Swimming Carnival (selected
students)
26th Grades 3-6 Athletics Carnival
27th Student Learning Goals are live on Compass
27th Last day term 1 - students finish at 2:30pm

Key Dates for Term 2, 2020
April
14th
14th
15th
20th
20th
23rd

First Day of term 2
Swimming Program commences
Grade 3-6 Cross Country
Grade 5 & 6 Cyber Safety Incursion
Parent information night - Cyber Safety
Grade ⅚ Soccer Tournament - selected students

27th - 1st Performing Arts Incursion for all year levels

27th - 1st Book Fair in the library

May

Please log into Compass and provide permission for
all of the events listed above relevant to your
child/ren.

6th
12th
13th
14th
20th
21st

MPSSA District Cross Country - selected students
Naplan testing for Grade 3 & 5 students
Naplan testing for Grade 3 & 5 students
Naplan testing for Grade 3 & 5 students
2021 Foundation Open Evening
STEAM Family Night 3:30pm

Register Today
https://www.activeapril.vic.gov.au/

2021 Sibling Enrolments
Do you have a child starting Foundation in 2021?
Please pop past the office and collect an enrolment form to secure your
child’s enrolment at Melton Primary for 2021.
Our Foundation classes fill fast, so please act now.
We will be beginning transition activities during Term 3.

Announcement
Camps, Sports, Excursion Fund (CSEF) $$$$
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. There are two categories that
must be met 1. Eligibility and 2. Be of school age and attend a Victorian School. $125 per year is paid for eligible primary school
students. Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the student. Victorian Government Prep students (in 2020) who are
CSEF recipients are also automatically eligible for uniform support through State Schools Relief. To be eligible for the fund, a parent or
legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government Victorian primary school must:
· on the first day of Term one, or;
· on the first day of Term two;
· a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be the holder of a Veterans Affairs Gold
Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR
· b) Be a temporary foster parent, and
· c) Submit an application to the school by the due date.
Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by Centrelink, are not
eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above.
Families who received CSEF funds in 2019 do not need to apply again unless your circumstances have changed or you have moved
schools. New students to Melton Primary must apply. Application forms are available from the office. Application forms should be
completed and lodged with schools by 1st April 2020, as payments are made from March. However schools will be able to accept
and process applications up until the end of term two each year. If you have not yet received a form and believe that you are eligible for
this benefit, please contact the office.

Please be advised that
items advertised in this
newsletter may be
impacted due to social
distancing. Please ensure
that you check the websites
or contact the organiser to
confirm if the event is
continuing.

School Banking program.
Congratulations
to the following
students for
receiving a
banking prize;
Ruby 3C and
Charlotte 2A
School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives $5 when a student makes their first
ever School Banking deposit and 5% on every deposit made through the school (to a maximum of $10 per individual
deposit).

Attendance
Congratulations to the following Grades for their ongoing fantastic attendance for
25th February - 9th March:

Foundation A

6B

3C

Congratulations to the most improved Grades for their attendance for
25th February - 9th March:

3D
A reminder if your child is going to be away you can enter an absence via the Compass app or telephone
9753 5335, select option 1, and leave a message.

Attendance
MPS Tips on improving your child’s
Attendance!
Tip 1: Do not provide inappropriate
excuses for your child to miss
school. Do not let them take time off
from school for minor ailmentsparticularly those which prevent you
from going to work.
Tip 2: Set good examples and enforce
rules. Speak well of the school and
support school staff.

Helping with early
stages of counting

Play along at home. Using the letter R take turns at answering the challenges below.

Grade 3 and 4 Sleepover
Our Grade ¾ Sleepover was a massive success! All the
children had the time of their lives. Seeing the smiles on
most of their faces throughout the time made all the
preparations and hard work worth it. A huge thank you to
Mr Roberts and Mrs Coward for organising the event. An
additional thanks to the rest of the teachers for helping out
and taking the time to run the activities and supervise the
students.

Team Building
Activities

Arts &
Craft

Sausage
sizzle

Grade 3 and 4 Sleepover
We would also like to thank all the
parents who came to help set up in the
afternoon and collect items during the
morning! We loved having you there as
part of our experience.

Movies

Scavenger
hunt

Grade 5 - Camp Experience
Our recent Camp/Sleepover at school proved again to be a very successful one. The
days consisted of ‘jam’ packed activities ranging from team building exercises, a ‘Billy
cart’ incursion, sporting games and activities, a Melton’s got talent show and a trek to
Mick’s Jump N’ Play on the Friday.
The Grade 5 team were delighted with the behaviour of our students and will sure to be
remembered by all involved.
An extended thankyou must go out to all staff who gave up their own beds for the night,
although this proved tougher than expected (LOL) and for all teachers who assisted over
the two days including cooking both dinners and breakfast, setting up tents and general
supervision. Mr McCabe you definitely hold the world record for your tent expertise! The
highlights of Camp was having the lovely duo in Mrs Magnano and Ms Allan stay up well
beyond her bedtime, Mrs Quinlan ‘rocking’ up at 5.30am on the Friday to assist with
breakfast and to some of our students who were up at 3.30am on the Friday morning
ready for breakfast. What an experience it was and again a big thank-you to all staff and
our school community for their support in making this possible.

What’s on in
the community

School Holiday Fun!

*Check the Melton library website for details

SCHOOL
HOLIDAY
FUN

