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Monday 14th September, 2020

From the Principal's desk
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Term 3
Congratulations, we have all made it through another challenging term!
This term has had its highs and its lows. Everyone needs to be exceptionally proud of the way you have persisted as pioneers of
remote learning. Teaching is one of the only professions through this whole pandemic, that has had to completely transform and
learn to deliver lessons to students using a completely different format to how students have always been traditionally taught. Our
staff took on the challenge, seeing it as an opportunity for students to still learn. From the initial commencement of remote
learning, we have tried to provide families with a format that is accessible throughout the entire day, regardless if children sleep in
or if families are working part/full time. We have tried to provide students with live sessions where they can interact with their
peers. Yes we have revised and taught new concepts during this time. It has been essential that we continue to forge forward to
enhance student learning in particular in Literacy and Numeracy as well as Specialist areas. To all of our parents, THANK YOU!
We know it hasn’t been easy. For some families there have been good days and bad days. Days where it was hard to motivate
your child and complete tasks. Other families have found that their children have excelled during this time. We thank you for your
willingness to work with us. During this time, some of our students have struggled and some students have thrived. Our students
deserve a round of applause for their willingness to have a go, their persistence and for being the generation who embarked on
remote learning. We are exceptionally proud of all of our students.
Term 4
5th - 9th October - ALL students will engage in remote learning using our current format. Only students of essential workers or
students deemed vulnerable will be permitted on site during this week, as per the term 3 arrangements (required form to be
received by 12 noon 30th September).

From the Principal's desk
Returning to Face to Face Learning
●
Monday 12th October, students in Foundation, Grade 1 and Grade 2 will return to face to face learning onsite. We are
excited to welcome these students back and the teachers are busy planning for a wonderful day. Grade 3-6 students will
continue with online learning at home. Only essential workers children in Grades 3-6 will be allowed onsite (required form
to be received by 12 noon 7th October). School will operate the normal hours 8:40am - 3pm.
●
A date for the return for students in Grade 3-6 to on-site learning will be subject to further health advice.
●
All students in the year levels returning to on-site schooling are expected to attend school. We will not provide remote
learning where parents elect to keep these students at home. Children who have written advice from a doctor to stay
home for their own health are advised to contact the school.
Reducing the number of adults onsite and congregating at school entries
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Parents should avoid coming onto the school grounds unless absolutely essential.
Our families will be able to access a supervised drive through drop off and pick up service for all of our students via our Raleighs
Road entry.
All students will be required to enter the school via their designated supervised House Colour gates. A map showing these is located
further on in the newsletter. Exempt from this is the supervised drop off and pick up location.
Families will need to plan for and adapt to alternative arrangements - families need to make and communicate with their child a pick
up location. Have a single person come to pick up your child/ren, not multiple people.
All adults will be required to wear a mask.
Students are not to enter the school grounds until they have had their temperature checked by a member of staff.
Adults waiting outside the gates are to leave 1.5m between themselves and others.
No more than 2 adults in the front office foyer at anyone time.

From the Principal's desk
COVID-19 Measures
●
Students MUST bring their own drink bottle to drink from.
●
Playground equipment can be utilised by enrolled students.
●
Students will undertake regular hand hygiene throughout the day.
●
If shared equipment is used, there will be strict hand hygiene before and after use
●
Extended cleaning will occur throughout the day for high touch areas (light switches, door handles etc.)
●
Soap and hand sanitizer available in every room
●
No camps or excursions until further notice
●
No interschool sport
●
Parent helpers not to resume working in the school until further notice
●
No large school gatherings - information nights, assemblies etc until further notice.
●
Students with mobile phones are advised to clean them before handing them into the office each day.
●
Parents are to make contact with the office and their child’s teacher via phone or Compass rather than coming onsite.
●
If a student, parent or staff member feels unwell they are to stay home rather than ‘solidering on’ and coming onsite.
●
All students must have a hat as per our sun smart policy.
Returning School iPads
Please be advised that if you loaned a school iPad, charger or headphones, as per the signed agreement, this is to be returned on the day
that your child’s year level returns to school.
Returning School Books and Pencils

When students return for face to face learning onsite, they will need to return with them all of the books and stationery that they
took home to use for remote learning.

From the Principal's desk
Returning Student Medications
If you collected your child’s medication, this is to be returned on the day that your child’s year level returns to school.

Planning for 2021
Planning for 2021 has now commenced. Apart from students in Grade 6, if you know that your children are not likely to be at
Melton Primary in 2021, can you please notify the office so that we do not count them in our enrolment numbers and classes. If
you have a Foundation student for 2021, please ensure that you enrol them now so that we can guarantee a position for them.
Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge - CLOSES Friday 18th September
The Premier’s Reading Challenge closes Friday 18th September so please ensure that you log all of the books that your child
has read. Students who complete the challenge will receive a signed certificate from the Premier. Congratulations to those
students who have already completed the challenge.
Last Day Term 3
We wish all of our families a wonderful holiday break. Enjoy time together as the sun begins to shine more often. Students onsite
will finish the term THIS Friday 18th September at 2:30pm.
Switching off
Please be advised that from close of business on Friday 18th September, our staff will be switching off and enjoying a well
deserved break. I encourage staff, students and parents to switch off and not make contact with each other until the day before
school resumes online, if it is necessary.
Vanessa Harrison
Principal

Key Dates for Term 3, 2020
September
16th
18th
18th
18th

School Council Meeting 6:30pm
Footy Dress Up Day
Design your ‘Family Camping Adventure’
Last Day of Term 3

Term 3 Holidays
18th September - 4th October

Key Dates for Term 3, 2020
October
5th - 9th Term 4 commences - remote learning for
ALL students.
12th Foundation, Grade 1 and Grade 2 students
resume to onsite learning. Grades 3-6 to continue
remote learning.

Entry to the school by House
Colour Gates

2021 Sibling Enrolments
Do you have a child starting Foundation in 2021?
Please pop past the office and collect an enrolment form to secure your
child’s enrolment at Melton Primary for 2021.
Our Foundation classes fill fast, so please act now. Orientation session
have begun.
We have another one set for the 14th of October.
DON’T MISS OUT!

We are SunSmart
Surf Hat - $8
Wide Brim Hat - $6

Melton Primary School is a Sun-Smart
school. From the 1st of September all
students are required to wear a school hat
when outside.
Hats can be purchased from the office.

Bucket Hat - $5

Did you know?

Grade 1
This term we have been working
hard, learning about how to write an
information report. Here are some
examples of the amazing work that
has been done!

Writing and Reading
In writing and reading, we have been learning
about range of poems. Here are some examples
of the amazing work that has been done!

Grade 3

Maths
In maths, we have been learning about fractions.
Here are some examples of the amazing work
that has been done!

The grade 5 students have been
very busy writing poetry and
creating tessellating patterns in
maths.

Grade 5

Wellbeing Day

Family Fun Day

When students return to
on-site learning in Term 4,
majority of the Physical
Education lessons will be
conducted outdoors.

Physical Education

All students will be
required to wear at hat in
order to participate in
these lessons.

Let's keep active
these holidays!

Supporting your children during remote and flexible learning.
There are two helpful new resources to help you support your children during remote and flexible learning.

Raising Learners podcast
The Department of Education and Training has funded a 10-episode podcast series through the Raising Children Network called ‘Raising Learners’.
It features parenting experts from organisations including the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, Career Education Association Victoria, as well
as the Australian eSafety Commissioner, Julie Inman-Grant.
Raising Learners provides parents with practical advice, tips and ideas for supporting children’s health, wellbeing and engagement at school and at
home. Topics include how to connect with your child’s school and community, how to best support your child’s learning, what to expect for VCE and
VCAL students and how to keep your child safe online. These topics were drawn from common questions that parents raised with the Department’s
coronavirus (COVID-19) hotline and Parentline. The first three episodes will be available on 1 September, and the rest throughout terms 3 and 4.
Raising Learners can be accessed via podcast apps and Raising Children Network website.

Managing the Coronacoaster webinar
Renowned child psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg is back by popular demand to repeat his Coronacoaster webinar.
On 15 September, Dr Michael Carr-Gregg will again present Managing the Coronacoaster – Tips for building resilient families in the coronavirus era.
His first webinar in August booked out in three days, with more than 12,000 registrations.In this webinar, Dr Carr-Gregg provides tools and strategies
for parents and carers to help manage the lockdown period and remote learning. Topics include:
●
●

your supportive role
*setting the emotional tone *focusing on what you can control
how to deal with disappointment
*more resources and where to get help.

Webinar details
When: 7.30pm, Tuesday 15 September Duration: 45-minute presentation, followed by a 15-minute question-and-answer session
Format: online via live stream

Cost: free

Register for the Managing the Coronacoaster webinar via Eventbrite

Why not
take the
challenge
and see how
many you
can cross
off this
month!
We have
circled our
favourites!

Do you need support from Melton City Council? Here’s
how we may be able to help!

