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From the Principal's desk
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Thank you for your support in settling students into the 2021 school year and transitioning them into their new year levels. The staff value and 
appreciate all the families that made the time to participate in the initial parent teacher meetings. 
School Closures and Lockdowns
Please be aware that we do not find out prior to Dan Andrew’s presentations if schools are to be closed. We learn it at the same time as you. 
Although the announcement was made Friday at 1pm, the Operating Guidelines from DET were emailed to Principals at 10pm on Sunday 
night. (Trust me I was asleep when they came through). We appreciate the parents who wait for communication from the school rather than 
calling and messaging as soon as announcements are made. We encourage all families to wait for announcements from the school and ensure 
that you are regularly checking Class Dojo and Compass for messages in relation to school closures and what this means for you. 
Book boxes
By now all students should have bought their supply of stationery items to school. 
School Council Update
Thank you to our members of School Council whose term of office (2018 - 2020) is now complete - Laura Rees, Justin Rees, Peta Brincat, 
Anoop Mitra, Ann Ward and Georgia Magnano. Please ensure that you complete the ballot paper that was sent home on Friday by 4pm 
Monday 22nd February.
Smoking
A reminder to all families that smoking on school sites and within 4 metres of the school boundary is prohibited. Our staff and students do not 
enjoy the smoke blown in by the wind into the classroom windows and doors. If you are a smoker, please ensure that you choose to smoke  
more than four metres away from the school boundary.
Clearway
A reminder to all families that the double gates on the Raleighs Road side of the school and the gates to the dump master must be kept clear at 
all times. If the school requires an ambulance on site, they enter via the gates at Raleigh’s Road. Unfortunately cars have recently been 
spotted parking in this clearway. Please ensure that you do not park in front of the gates on Raleigh’s Rd or in front of the dump master.



From the Principal's desk
Please don’t approach kids in the yard
Please do not approach other students in the yard – students feel intimidated and unsafe when approached by a strange adult. If you see an 
incident or you have a concern with any child other than your own, please do not approach them, please notify the teacher on yard duty or 
your child’s classroom teacher.

Please wait outside the gate for the end of day pick up
This is a friendly reminder to parents, that when picking up your children, please wait outside the gate if possible. If you choose to wait 
onsite, you MUST sign in at the office. As a school we know parent occupations and if there is a chance if any of our families are working in 
an industry where they may be close contacts to hotel quarantine occupants. We have system in place, so please utilise it and sign in. It isn’t 
hard. Having more than one system increases the workload of our administration staff. I will continue to monitor parents signing in and if they 
don’t individuals will be contacted with a warning notice or trespass notice. 

Nights Reading - 35 Nights is the goal
How is your child tracking towards 35 nights reading? Remember that reading each day, including the weekend counts. 

Student Attendance
After the first full week of school, I have received notification from the region of students who the Department is already concerned about 
with having too much time off school. Please be advised that I have discussed each person on the list with our attendance officer and will 
make contact with families of individuals who are deemed at risk and that the Department of Education is monitoring. 

Vanessa Harrison
Principal



Key Dates for Term 1, 2021
February

19th School Photos
Gr 6 Interschool Sport - round 1

23rd Gr 6 Health and Human Relationships
24th Foundation students not required at school
26th Gr 6 Interschool Sport - round 2

March
2nd Gr 6 Health and Human Relationships
5th Gr 6 Interschool Sport - round 3
8th Labour Day Holiday - No School
9th Curriculum Day - No School
10th Divisional Swimming Carnival for selected 
students
12th Gr 6 - Summer Lightning Cup 
19th Bullying No Way Day
24th Divisional Tennis for selected students
30th Regional Swimming - selected students only

Local High Schools Information Evenings

April
1st Last day of term 1, 2:30pm dismissal.

School Photos Friday 19th February
Students are required to be in complete school 

uniform for the photos. 



https://www.eliteschoolphotography.com.au/order/ 

Pop past the office if you need assistance paying 

Full school 
uniform 

required on 
school photo 

day 19th 
February.

https://www.eliteschoolphotography.com.au/order/






When can I meet with my 
child’s teacher?

We offer two opportunities throughout the year to ‘formally’ meet with your child’s teacher.
1. Meet the teacher (Week 3, Term 1) This is an opportunity to provide information to your child’s 

teacher that will support your child while at school.
2. Parent/Teacher Interviews - these are held in the last week of term 2.  This is an opportunity for you 

to discuss the academic progress of your child across all of the areas of the curriculum.

Although these formal opportunities are limited throughout the year, our staff are always available to meet 
with parents/carers as needed.

All staff are in their classrooms from 8.30am.  If you have information that can be quickly transferred to the 
classroom teacher, this is a good time to do it.  However if you have a matter that requires greater 
discussion, we encourage you to organise a time with the classroom teacher that is mutually convenient.  
Please keep in mind that our staff are required to attend meetings after school on Mondays and Tuesdays.



Leadership at MPS begins early… 

The teachers in grade 5 are already on the hunt..

The selection process for the 2022 School Captains is a merit based process as listed below:

All grade 5 students in term 4 will be invited to write and present a speech to the 

members of the Principal Class and their classroom teacher. 

All MPS Staff will then vote from the students that presented.

·         A short list of applicants will be made.

·         Students will then take a member of the Principal Class on a tour of the school

·         Students will then be individually interviewed.

·         We will also look at the student’s attendance, achievements, behaviour and efforts before a final 
decision will be made by a panel.

      House Captains will run a little bit differently as the students will present to their peers, who will also 
have a vote. Staff will then vote and this information will be collected with the PE teacher and the 
Principal class. We will also look at the student’s attendance, achievements, behaviour and efforts 
before a final decision will be made by a panel.



How you can support your child 
with learning at home

● Have a routine and set expectations.
● Make sure your child has a space to work in.
● Provide a level of supervision suitable to your child’s 

stage of development and individual needs.
● Monitor communications from teachers and the school.
● Check in with your child often to help them manage 

and pace their work.
● Monitor how much time your child is spending online.
● Balance your child’s work around your own working 

requirements

Foundation Students

Foundation students will 
now commence their first 
full week of school on 
Monday the 1st of March. 

Their last Wednesday off 
school is Wednesday 24th 
February. 

Please note this may change if there are further 
school closures. 



TEACHER PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAYS
In the Education State, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the achievements of learners across Victoria, whether it 
is through improving the quality of educational services or changing the way we teach. The most important thing we can do to improve 
student outcomes is to develop and improve the skills of our teachers. The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to 
develop professional, passionate teachers and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills for a modern classroom.
To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our teachers too; we are committed to providing 
professional development opportunities for our teaching workforce.

 WHAT are the professional practice days?
As part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2017, teachers will receive one day per term 
when they are out of the classroom to focus on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and 
Learning. At this stage professional practice days will only occur in term 1 & 2.

 WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOUR CHILD
Your child’s teacher will spend four days per year further developing their skills in areas that are aligned to the school priorities. Your child 
will directly benefit from these improvements in their daily learning.
 On these days, an alternate teacher will be provided with the learning plan for the day and be well equipped to assist your child with their 
learning needs.
 We are scheduling the professional practice days ahead of time so there is minimal impact to students and, where possible, there is 
consistency in teaching.
 If you would like more information on the professional practice days and when they are planned, please contact your School Principal.
 
 



Announcements
Child Dental Benefits Schedule

The Commonwealth Child Dental Benefits Schedule (CDBS) is a dental benefits program for eligible children aged 2–17 years that 
provides up to $1,000 in benefits over two years to the child for basic dental services.
A child is eligible if they are aged 2–17 years, are eligible for Medicare and receive Family Tax Benefit Part A or other relevant Australian 
Government payments, including:

Youth Allowance, ABSTUDY, Disability Support Pension, Parenting Payment Special Benefit, Carer Payment, Double Orphan Pension, 
Veteran's Children Education Scheme, if the child is 16 or over Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act Education and Training 
Scheme (if the child is 16 or over).

Eligible families receive a letter to confirm eligibility from the Commonwealth Department of Human Services.
Benefits cover a range of dental services including examinations, x-rays, cleaning, fissure sealing, fillings, root canal treatments and 
extractions.

Benefits will not be available for orthodontic or cosmetic dental work and will not be paid for any dental services provided in a hospital 
operating theatre or oral surgery environment.
 
For more information visit: https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/medicare/child-dental-benefits-schedule



Announcement
Camps, Sports, Excursion Fund (CSEF) $$$$

Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. There are two categories that 
must be met 1. Eligibility and 2. Be of school age and attend a Victorian School. $125 per year is paid for eligible primary school 
students. Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the student. Victorian Government Prep students (in 2021) who are 
CSEF recipients are also automatically eligible for u  niform support through State Schools Relief. To be eligible for the fund, a parent or 
legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government Victorian primary school must:
· on the first day of Term one, or;
· on the first day of Term two;
· a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be the holder of a Veterans Affairs Gold 
Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR
· b) Be a temporary foster parent, and
· c) Submit an application to the school by the due date.
 Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by Centrelink, are not 
eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above.

Families who received CSEF funds in 2020 do not need to apply again unless your circumstances have changed or you have moved 
schools. New students to Melton Primary must apply. Application forms are available from the office. Application forms should be 
completed and lodged with schools by 1st April 2021, as payments are made from March. However schools will be able to accept 
and process applications up until the end of term two each year. If you have not yet received a form and believe that you are eligible for 
this benefit, please contact the office.



EARLY BIRD 
READING 

If you are short of 
time or having 
trouble reading 
each night….come 
along to Early Bird 
Reading in the 
STEAM room from 
8:20 each morning 
where you can 
read your reader 
or practise your 
M100W words with 
some of our senior 
students. 



Attendance 
Congratulations to the following Grades for their ongoing fantastic 

attendance for 28th Jan-12th Feb:

  Foundation B  1D 3A

It is extremely important if your child is going to be away you enter their 
absence via the Compass app or telephone 9753 5335, select option 1, and 

leave a message.



Attendance
Now that we are back for 2021 
learning a routine is very important 
for your children. 
Here are some tips to help you and your 
child get a great start to the day!

1. Early to bed, ready to rise. When your 
child gets enough sleep, they are more 
likely to wake up cheerful, energetic and 
ready to learn at school. ...

2. Be prepared. ...
3. Keep it simple. ...
4. Make a plan.



Are you able to spare a hand?

Melton Primary is looking for some ‘helping hands’ to assist with 
various school fundraising events.
You do not have to be able to commit to every scheduled event, 
we are grateful for any time you can spare.
We are holding a meeting (to share possible fundraising ideas 
and get to know each other) on Thursday 25th of Feb at 2:10pm 
in the STEAM room. 
We would love to see everyone there. 

Mrs Sutherland 

Helping Hands



   

Grade 1
YAY! Welcome to grade 1!

We are loving having everyone back!
We have settled like champions to our new 

classrooms and new routines. 
All the grade 1 teachers are very proud!

Here are a few reminders to help you start the 
year on the right foot...

Practise your 
M100W words 
every night!

Read every night 
and talk about 
what happened in 
the book!

Don’t forget to 
work on your 
Spelling Mastery 
words!

If you are in our MiniLit groups, 
don’t forget to do your MiniLit 
homework!

Don’t forget to get 
your yellow 
reading diary 
signed!

Keep checking 
Compass and 
Class Dojo for 
reminders! 

Mrs Paolucci - 1C

Miss Lucas - 1A

Ms Bec Mrs Bowden - MiniLitMrs McIntosh - MiniLit

Miss Taylor - 1B

Mr Strachan - 1D



   

Grade 3Welcome to Grade 3 in 2021!
Wow! What a wonderful start to the 
year it has been! The Grade 3 students 
have really been working hard along with 
their teachers to complete our first 7 
days of school. During this time we 
established our classroom agreements, 
set up our classroom libraries, and 
learned what literacy and numeracy 
lessons will look like in Grade 3. The 
children have really enjoyed getting to 
know all of their friends again and their 
Grade 3 teachers. Some photographs of 
the students participating in the first 7 
days of school have been included here 
for you:

Meet The Grade 3 Team

Mrs 
Coward 

Mr Roberts Ms 
Velden

Mrs 
Reardon

Mrs 
Borg 

Ms 
Colson

Ms 
Hamilton

Reminders:
*Keep up with home reading each night 
and document when your child reads, 
using their home reading diary.
*Practise students’ spelling words with 
them using the Spelling Mastery folders 
which were sent home. 
*Remember to have a look back at our 
welcome note for what we will be 
working on this term. 

Mrs 
McDonald 



Grade 5

   

Meet the grade 5 teaching 
team

Miss Morrissy 5A
Something you might 
not know about her: 
she lived in Alabama 
and played College 
Basketball there.

Miss Prenga 5B 
Something you 
might not know 
about her: she 
enjoys cooking and 
doing crosswords

Mrs Magnano - 5C
Something you might 
not know about her: 
that she is training to 
run a marathon. 

Mrs Plevnik 5D
Something you might not 
know about her: she used 
to compete nationally in 
3 Day Eventing 
(Equestrian).

Miss Stanley
Something you 
might not know 
about her: she used 
to run cross 
country in school.

Mrs Quinlan
Something you might 
not know about her: she 
has 32 nieces and 
nephews and 37 great 
nieces and nephews.

Miss Hamilton
Something you might not 
know about her: her favourite 
place to visit is the beach and 
she loves gardening.

Mrs Papaemmanouil
Something you might not 
know about her: she 
enjoys the country-side 
and doing arts and crafts.

We are very excited for our Grade 5 
camping experience this term. This 
will be a great opportunity for 
students and staff to create lasting 
memories and to enjoy the camping 
experience within the safety of the 
schools confines.



Performing Arts

   

FOUNDATION
This term Foundation students will be 
exploring the world of Dance, Drama 

and Music. We will be dancing, singing, 
playing, creating and having lots of fun!

GRADE 1
This term Grade One students will 
be exploring the world Drama. We 
will be looking at what it means to 
be another character, how to use 

our body and voice, how we 
story-tell and how we perform to an 

audience.

Please note classes 3B and 
5B will be learning Music this 
term with Miss Timpani and 

will be doing Drama next term 
with Mrs Barta.

This term Mrs Barta will teach 
Foundation C, 2D, 3C and 5D 

for Performing Arts. Miss 
Brown will be teaching 2A.

GRADE 2
This term Grade Two students 

will be exploring the world 
Drama. We will be looking at 
what it means to be another 

character and how we can bring 
words to a performance by using 

a poem or story.

GRADE 3
This term Grade Three students 

will be exploring the world Drama. 
We will be looking at what Drama 

looks like in different places 
around the world. We will also be 

learning about some of the 
Dramatic Elements.

GRADE 4
This term Grade Four 

students will be 
exploring the world 
Drama. We will be 
looking at the script 
reading process and 

how to turn scripts into 
live performances that 
engage and entertain 

an audience.

GRADE 5
This term Grade Five 

students will be exploring 
the world Drama. We will 

be looking developing 
characters and 
relationships in 

performances. We are 
also looking at how to put 

together live 
entertainment.

GRADE 6
This term Grade Six 

students will be 
exploring the world 
Drama. We will be 
looking at different 

conventions of 
Drama and how we 
can tackle bigger 

issues with 
performance.



WE LOVE LOCAL!

   



   



   



Headlice
We have recently had a couple of reported cases of 
Headlice to the Office. We advise that all families 
please check your child’s hair and treat if necessary.




