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From the Principal's desk
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Curriculum Day 9th March
A friendly reminder for all families to make alternative arrangements for your child/ren’s supervision on Tuesday 9th March as this is a 
Curriculum Day and students are not required at school on this day. 
School Council Update
Thank you to all of our parents who were a part of our recent election - Justin Rees, Laura Rees, Peta Brincat, Anna Vlahovic, Anoop Mitra 
and Brenda Holmes. After the counting of the poll, I declare the following parents as the elected members of the Parent Category - Justin 
Rees, Laura Rees, Peta Brincat and Anna Vlahovic for the two year term of 2021 & 2022. Thank you to Anoop and Brenda for their 
nominations. Thank you to Anoop for his service on School Council for the past two years. 

35 nights Reading is the goal for term 1
As previously advertised 35 nights reading is the goal for term 1. How is your child tracking? We are now past ½ way through the term. With 
20 school days left, students will need to read on the weekend if they already have 5 nights reading. 

School Arrival Time
A friendly reminder that if you need your child to arrive at school prior to 8:15am, they must be enrolled in Before School Care. The office is 
not able to supervise students in the morning. Parents will be contacted and asked to collect their child if they are at school before 8:15am.

Swimming Program Term 2 & 3
Please be advised that parents/guardians are able to now pay and provide permission for our term 2 and 3 swimming program via Compass. 
If you are wishing to utilise your CSEF funds towards the cost of swimming, please ensure that you contact the office. To ensure that we have 
the right number of instructors for the number of students, it is essential that permission and payment is received by Wednesday 31st 
March.



From the Principal's desk
Annual Implementation Plan - Attendance
One of the goals of our Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) is to ensure that we increase student attendance and reduce student lateness. 
Students who are absent for 20 or more days in a year are assessed with chronic absenteeism. Research shows that there is a direct 
link between success later on in life and student attendance. If students are not at school, they can not be taught. If students are not 
being taught, then their physical and academic skills and knowledge are not being expanded. We need your support! Here are some 
strategies that you can implement to help us increase student attendance and reduce lateness to school:

● Ensure that your child goes to bed at a decent time on a school night - Primary aged students should be in bed asleep by 
8:30pm and not be going to bed any later than 9:30pm.

● Ensure that you have a structured morning routine - 7am wake up, 7:15am breakfast, 7:40am get dressed, 7:50 brush 
teeth/brush hair/wash face, 8:00am pack lunch, 8:15am pack bag, 8:20am leave for school. 

● Ensure your child only stays home if they are sick - only keep your child home when they are sick, students should not get a day 
off school for their birthday or to go shopping.

● Take family holidays during school holidays - if you take holidays during school days, these count towards your child’s 
absenteeism assessment.

● If your child has separation anxiety - please notify our office so we can arrange support.
● If you have separation anxiety - you need to go to your GP to get support, as your health is sabotaging your child’s future.
● If your family requires support - there are a number of support agencies that can assist families - Child First, MacKillop Family 

Services.
Thank you to all of our families that do ensure that they send their child/ren to school as often as possible and get them to 
school on time. We appreciate your support! If you have friends in our Melton Primary community whose children have 
significant (4 or more days a term) absences, please remind them of the importance of school attendance. 



Attendance
The Department of Education is contacting me on a weekly basis to discuss and monitor students who are already at risk of 
chronic absenteeism. I am required to contact families and provide a report back to the Government. Student attendance is 
essential. If your child is on the list, please expect a call from me. Students may also find that they may be required to be 
involved in learning catch up sessions at school instead of attending camps, excursions, interschool sports and graduation.

District Swimming Carnival
Good luck to all of the students who will represent Melton Primary at the up and coming District Swimming Carnival on 3rd 
March (this had to be rescheduled due to the recent lockdown). Unfortunately the Covid Plan prevents parents from being 
spectators on the day. We know our students will try their best and show exceptional sportsmanship. A special thank you to Mr 
CC for organising this event and Mr Trewavis senior for training our swim squad. 

Foundation Students now attend 5 school days
From the month of March, Foundation students will attend school full time, Monday - Friday. 

Signing in when onsite
As part of our Covid plan, all visitors are reminded that when onsite you are required to sign in. 

End of term
The end of term is approaching fast. Students will finish term 1 on Thursday 1st April at 2:30pm. If you are unable to collect 
your child/ren at this time, please ensure that you make alternate arrangements for their care. 

Vanessa Harrison 
Principal

From the Principal's desk



Key Dates for Term 1, 2021
March

2nd Gr 6 Health and Human Relationships
3rd District Swimming Carnival for selected students
5th Gr 6 Interschool Sport - round 3
8th Labour Day Holiday - No School
9th Curriculum Day - No School
10th Divisional Swimming Carnival for selected 
students
12th Gr 6 - Summer Lightning Cup 
19th Bullying No Way Day
24th Divisional Tennis for selected students
25th - 26th Grade 5 Camping Experience
30th Regional Swimming - selected students only

Local High Schools Information Evenings

April
1st Last day of term 1, 2:30pm dismissal.

Curriculum Days for 2021
Tuesday 9th March
Monday 24th May

Monday 9th August
Monday 1st November

Term 2 commences on 
Monday 19th April.



Attendance 
Congratulations to the following Grades for their ongoing fantastic 

attendance for 15th Feb - 1st March:

  3D  Foundation C 6C

It is extremely important if your child is going to be away you enter their 
absence via the Compass app or telephone 9753 5335, select option 1, and 

leave a message.



Attendance
MPS Tips on improving your child’s 
Attendance!

Tip 1: Do not provide inappropriate 
excuses for your child to miss school. 
Do not let them take time off from 
school for minor ailments- 
particularly those which prevent you 
from going to work.

Tip 2: Set good examples and enforce 
rules. Speak well of the school and 
support school staff.



Foundation

   

In Foundation we have been learning all about the 
letter ‘s’. 

We have practised recognising the sound it 
makes, writing it, finding words that start with 
‘s’ and having fun participating in all sorts of 

activities such as making a snail, playing in the 
sandpit and creating straw necklaces. 

What a super, spectacular, special week we’ve 
had! 



Grade 2

   

In writing we have been exploring memoirs. Memoirs are a written factual account of an event 
in somebody’s life. The grade 2’s have written memoirs in the same style by Jamie Lee Curtis. 

Check out their awesome work... 

Charlotte 2D

        Mark 2C

       Isobelle 2A        Josh 2B

Remember to read every 
night and to record your 
readings in your yellow 

diary. The goal is 35 nights 
this term.



Grade 4
The Grade 4 students have been busy learning to include writer’s ‘voice’ in their writing. They 
were inspired by the book “The Day the Crayons Quit” and the movie Inside Out,  where they took 
on the persona of one of the characters to write their own letters. Check out their great work...

   

4B- Ryan. W
4C- Christian

4A- Bella. W



   

Grade 6

Interschool Sports has commenced and it 

has been great to see s
tudents improve in 

confidence and skills each week. We are 

extremely proud of the sportsmanship the 

students are displaying towards each 

other as well as the opposing schools. Keep 

up the great work Grade 6!

This week we have our last 
round before the Lightning 
Premiership. It is a home 

game against St Catherine of 
Siena. There will be another 

round of Interschool Sport in 
Winter, so that means more 
opportunities for students to 

be involved.

The Hot Shot 
Tennis team 
are “acing” 
smiling on 

court!

We are “digging” 
the amount of fun 
the Volleyballers 

are having!

The Cricket 
team are 

“bowling” us 
over with their 
sportsmanship! 



Auslan/Art
It is important for 
students to 
practise signing 
the alphabet. 
When they know 
the alphabet they 
can fingerspell 
any word!

Please look up The Auslan Company on Facebook. 
They regularly share videos of our students signing!

Their website is also a valuable resource.Visit: 
https://www.learnauslan.com.au/

Tiana from 2B made a 
great design to enter into 
this competition.



Announcements
Child Dental Benefits Schedule

The Commonwealth Child Dental Benefits Schedule (CDBS) is a dental benefits program for eligible children aged 2–17 years that 
provides up to $1,000 in benefits over two years to the child for basic dental services.
A child is eligible if they are aged 2–17 years, are eligible for Medicare and receive Family Tax Benefit Part A or other relevant Australian 
Government payments, including:

Youth Allowance, ABSTUDY, Disability Support Pension, Parenting Payment Special Benefit, Carer Payment, Double Orphan Pension, 
Veteran's Children Education Scheme, if the child is 16 or over Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act Education and Training 
Scheme (if the child is 16 or over).

Eligible families receive a letter to confirm eligibility from the Commonwealth Department of Human Services.
Benefits cover a range of dental services including examinations, x-rays, cleaning, fissure sealing, fillings, root canal treatments and 
extractions.

Benefits will not be available for orthodontic or cosmetic dental work and will not be paid for any dental services provided in a hospital 
operating theatre or oral surgery environment.
 
For more information visit: https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/medicare/child-dental-benefits-schedule



Announcement
Camps, Sports, Excursion Fund (CSEF) $$$$

Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. There are two categories that 
must be met 1. Eligibility and 2. Be of school age and attend a Victorian School. $125 per year is paid for eligible primary school 
students. Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the student. Victorian Government Prep students (in 2021) who are 
CSEF recipients are also automatically eligible for u  niform support through State Schools Relief. To be eligible for the fund, a parent or 
legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government Victorian primary school must:
· on the first day of Term one, or;
· on the first day of Term two;
· a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be the holder of a Veterans Affairs Gold 
Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR
· b) Be a temporary foster parent, and
· c) Submit an application to the school by the due date.
 Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by Centrelink, are not 
eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above.

Families who received CSEF funds in 2020 do not need to apply again unless your circumstances have changed or you have moved 
schools. New students to Melton Primary must apply. Application forms are available from the office. Application forms should be 
completed and lodged with schools by 1st April 2021, as payments are made from March. However schools will be able to accept 
and process applications up until the end of term two each year. If you have not yet received a form and believe that you are eligible for 
this benefit, please contact the office.



2022 Sibling Enrolments
Do you have a child starting Foundation in 2022?

Please pop past the office and collect an enrolment form to secure your 
child’s enrolment at Melton Primary for 2022.

Our Foundation classes fill fast, so please act now.

We will be beginning transition activities during Term 3. 





What can I do 

with my spelling 

words?





Please see the 
next page for 
the online link 
for
Teeth on Wheels 
consent form.
The dates for 
the visits are
11th, 12th, 17th, 
18th, 19th, 20th, 
21st and 26th 
May 2021.



    The online consent form can be found on the link below or on the Teeth on Wheels website..                                                 
https://teethonwheels.com.au/consent-forms/consent-eform/


