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Riding to School Policy

Purpose:
This policy clarifies roles and responsibilities of parents and schools in relation to students
travelling to and from school, particularly in relation to cycling.

Summary

e Parents or carers are responsible for their children travelling to and from school.
e Principals are responsible for student travel during excursions (including local excursions)
that is, between school and other venues during school hours.

e Parents or carers are responsible for their children fravelling to and from school. This
includes all forms of fravel to get to school.

e Principals and teachers in charge of excursions are responsible for student fravel between
school and other venues (during excursions, including local excursions) during school
hours.

e [f student fravel between venues is by bike then the principal should take info account the

student’s:

age

cycling experience

ability to perceive hazards

traffic conditions

distances involved

Cycling to and from school

e Children under the age of 12 may ride on footpaths, as can a supervising adult. They are
required to give way to pedestrians and to wheel their bicycles over pedestrian and
children’s crossings.

e Children aged 12 years or older are required by law to ride on the road.

e Road safety authorities recommend that children under the age of 9 are supervised by an
adult when riding on the road. Depending on their cycling skills and experience, some
children over this age may sfill require supervision.

e Schools may wish to provide secure storage for bicycles and helmets. If bicycle theft is a
problem, school councils are encouraged to provide a roofed and locked bicycle
enclosure within the sight of staff. Fixed rails within the enclosure should be installed to
enable bicycles and helmets to be individually secured.
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e If the cycling is an organised activity or excursion then schools must follow the guidance
on Cycling, in the Guidance tab of the Excursions Policy (refer to the chapter
on Adventure Activities).

School Responsibilities:

e To provide a lockable enclosure in which the children may store their bicycles during the
school day. Within this enclosure there will be bike racks that will allow the children to use
a chain lock or similar device to individually secure their bicycle within the enclosure.

e To help ensure the safety of all our students and the members of our school community
Melton Primary School does not allow bicycles/scooters to be ridden within the school
grounds. Children must dismount from their bike at the school gates and walk their bike
to the bicycle enclosure. They must secure their bicycle and then leave the enclosure
immediately. This is to help eliminate children tampering with other children’s bicycles.
Only children who have a bicycle at school are allowed within the bicycle enclosure.

e Children who do not follow this rule or do not wear helmets when riding to and from
school will be temporarily banned from bringing their bicycle/scooters onto the school
premises. The duration of the ban will be dependent upon the incident and any previous
history of similar incidents. This effectively bans the child from riding their bicycle/scooters
to school as they will not be able to securely lock it up on the school premises. A note will
be sent home to the parent/carer informing them of the ban and the duration of the
ban.

e Melton Primary School does not have the ability to securely store other transport items
such as skateboards and roller blades As the children do not lock these away they
become a temptation for children to ride within the school grounds. This has happened
regularly in the past and as such has caused a danger to the other students playing
normally within the school grounds. Due to this Melton Primary School has banned
skateboards and roller blades from being brought onto the school grounds.

e Parents and students should be reminded that the law requires that all cyclists wear an
approved bicycle helmet.

e Approved helmets have the Australian Standards Mark TM (AS/NZS 2063) and will be
marked as suitable for cycling.

Behaviour:
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e Children who do not wear a helmet riding to and from school will temporarily be banned
from bringing their bicycle/scooter into the school grounds.

e Children who do not dismount at the school gate and walk their bicycles/scooters to
and from the bicycle enclosure will temporarily be banned from bringing their bicycle
into the school grounds.

e Students who do noft ride to school appropriately will be banned

Curriculum;

The staff at Melton Primary School will endeavor to:
e |Incorporate programs on Road Safety into the curriculum.
e Regularly reinforce bicycle safety within the school grounds through newsletters, parent

meetings, student and teacher activities, Student Representative Council, School
Council and general assemblies.

Policy review and approval

Policy last reviewed 18th June 2025

Approved by Principal and School Council
Next scheduled review | June 2028

date
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Youth Road Safety bis\
Fact Sheet

Whether you’re biking or riding an e-scooter, follow these simple
road safety tips to stay safe and have fun on the move!

MODIFIED OR PETROL MOTORBIKES
POWERED BICYCLES * Toride on or offroad it must be registered
s |llegal. with a full or recreation registration

* Helmet must be worn at all times.

3:11 43 E-SCOOTER

25 km/h MAX speed Be aged 16 yrs or over
Motor cannot provide power at speeds Max speed 20 kmph

: Lo / .
higher than 25km/h Helmet must be worn at all times

Helmet must be worn at all times Mo passengers

No passengers Cannot be ridden on footpaths.
Cannot be ridden on footpaths.
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